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A Comparative Analysis of Selected Essays
	The discussion herein undertakes a comparative analysis of the structure and content of two essays to determine the one that presents its subject matter in a coherent manner, consistent with the general norms of sound academic writing. The first essay is titled “What are the Negative Effects of Eating Fast Food,” while the second paper addresses the topic of divorce law. Overall, this analysis finds that essay on the effects of fast foods is superior to its counterpart, both in terms of the structural mechanics that it deploys and in the presentation of its subject matter.
	The first element of the two papers that this paper analyzed to arrive at the point of view indicated above was the formatting of both essays. The paper on the effects of fast food- hereinafter referred to as the ‘model paper-’ displayed clear consistency with the formatting requirements of the seventh edition of the American Psychological Association (APA) writing style. It has a separate title page that indicates the essay’s title, the author’s information, including the institutional affiliation. As required under APA standards, the model paper’s running headers are appropriately designated on each of the essay’s pages, and the reference page provides an accurately indented list of all consulted literary sources. Additionally, the model paper’s list of appendices appropriately follows the list of references at the end of the essay. Conversely, the essay on divorce- referred to as the ‘final draft’ hereinafter- displays no clear indication of the formatting style adopted by the paper. The final draft has no title page and no separate reference page. Nevertheless, the chosen type of header is consistent throughout the paper. Based on the comparison of the formatting, therefore, this analysis finds that the model paper is superior to the final draft in terms of the formatting styles and approaches utilized.
	Both essays under analysis commence with an abstract. The overarching purpose of the abstract is to provide a high-level summary of the paper’s topics, its approach to the broader discussion, and the most important findings. The model paper’s abstract meets all of the criteria aforementioned because it clearly states that the paper is a research essay concerned with an exploration of the adverse effects of fast food on children’s physiological and mental health. It also provides a summary of some of the said effects that the paper identifies through research, including higher risks of obesity, heart disease, and diabetes. The model paper also indicates that its approach to the exploration is survey research, and states that the essay’s fundamental objective is to propose solutions to the problems it identifies.
	Conversely, the abstract in the final draft not only fails to meet all of the criteria of an effective abstract, but it also overly vague. The reader cannot identify the approach, direction, or the key findings of the discussion presented therein. It is not until the introductory section’s thesis statement that the reader realizes the final draft author’s intention of proposing reforms in divorce law to help minimize the rising incidence of divorce. Comparatively, the model paper’s introductory section offers comprehensive background information on the topic of fast food and its increasing global prevalence. However, the essay lacks a concise thesis statement upon which to center the subsequent parts of the discussion. It is clear, therefore, that the model paper has a more effective abstract compared to the final draft. However, the strength of both papers’ introductory sections is equal because of the final draft’s inclusion of a clear thesis statement but lack of detailed background, and vice-versa in the case of the model paper.
	Regarding the essays’ body paragraphs, both the final draft and the model paper rely on research evidence to support their assertions. Additionally, the structure of both papers’ body paragraphs is consistent with the requirement of a clear topic sentence that is linked to the paper’s core argument, followed by supporting sentences citing the research evidence, and a concluding sentence summarizing the paragraphs’ content. However, the model paper offers a more comprehensive and in-depth evaluation of literature because it synthesizes the body of research consulted through thematic analysis. More specifically, the model paper divides its discussion on the negative effects of fast on children into the three themes of physiological impacts in childhood, potential physical health problems in adulthood, and mental health effects. This approach allows it to build on all research findings systematically, thereby facilitating the paper’s ability to identify agreements and contradictions within the available body of research, and to establish a basis for further primary research. It also allows the author to conduct a critical appraisal of all sources used. Notably, the final draft paper relies entirely on secondary research and conducts no primary research. Accordingly, the model paper offers a more robust and superior construction of the body paragraphs compared to the final draft paper.
	Finally, the conclusion section of the model paper is also stronger than the final draft paper. This is because the former provides a complete summary of its findings from primary and secondary research, and also identifies the limitations of its primary research analysis. Overall, the model paper scores higher against all criteria of effective, scholarly, written communication compared to the final draft paper.
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